Village of New Athens
Committee of the Whole Meeting
05/26/2026
6:30 p.m.

The meeting was called to order by Vice President Arlene Geppert. Those in attendance were Gary Kearns, John Feder, Rich Stoops, Steve Newbold, Ryan Heinecke and Richard Fitzgerald. Nancy Ritter, Village Clerk, Don Carroll, Superintendent of Public Works, Ed Cockrell, Jr., EMA Coordinator and Patrolman Jason Berry were also in attendance.

Visitors 
No visitors.

Streets and Alleys – Trustee Kearns handed out a worksheet of problem areas in town that need to be prioritized. Don will review and give to his department.

Kearns mentioned the public works department cleaning up an area that St. Clair County should be doing. Don said he contacted St. Clair County and they told him they did not have the equipment to clean it up but later called him back and said they would take care of it.

Mayor Newbold discussed an issue with his neighbor’s drainage. He noted that Don looked at it to see what can be done to fix it. It was discussed to see if putting some sort of basket with riff raff in it to see if it would hold.

Finance and Audit – Nothing to discuss.

Water and Sewer – Nothing to discuss.

Personnel – Mayor Newbold said it is time to think about employee raises. He mentioned doing 4% but would like to discuss it with the Treasurer first. Trustee Fitzgerald said the cost-of-living raise is 3%. Newbold mentioned that each department has stepped it up when it was needed due to shortages.

Public Property and Parks – Ed Cockrell, Jr. stated that he would like to do two different dates in October for food truck Fridays and movie nights. He would like to do these on October 9th and October 23rd. The Clerk will put this on the agenda for the next board meeting.

There was a brief discussion regarding the community hall building. Trustee Geppert asked who owns the building. The Clerk said that for as long as she has been here it has always been said that the township owns it. They have their own board that would have had to been approved by someone. The county map on-line shows that the Village owns it.

It was also discussed that the batting cages at Okaw Valley Park have yet to be decided ownership and who is insuring. The Clerk stated that the Little League president told her they are insured.

Mayor Newbold noted that he attended the VFW’s Memorial Day service at the city park and was upset with how bad the park looked. He said the grass was high and the American flag was in bad shape. He noted to Don that we need to make sure the park looks good next year.

Cemetery – Nothing to discuss.

Ordinance – The Board discussed the building code ordinance regarding fences. It was discussed to limit the materials used for fences and make a height restriction four to six feet high. Between Trustee Feder and Trustee Fitzgerald, the ordinance will be redone for board review at the second meeting in June.

Ed Cockrell, Jr. reviewed the changes for the EMA ordinance. It was decided to have the clerk contact CivicPlus to see if they automatically update ordinances by the state statute.

Improvement and Grants – Mayor Newbold received a notice from St. Clair County Intergovernmental Grants Department regarding a possible three-year grant. He noted that this is the income level grant. Once more information is known, he would like to set up a meeting to review our options. 

Public Safety – Nothing to discuss.

Marina – Nothing to discuss.

Other Business – Mayor Newbold spoke with Chuck Kelly from MedStar Ambulance, and he is willing to purchase both ambulances for a total of $30,000.

There being no further business and the meeting adjourned at 7:27 p.m.

									Arlene Geppert
									Vice President

									Nancy Ritter
									Village Clerk
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